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VIS UNITA FORTIOR. 


action could be taken and all our efforts focussed 
upon the desired point. Probably everyone is satis- 


The success which has attended the effort made by | fied that the hypothetical object here sketched is 
the Veterinary profession to obtain recognition of its | desirable, but the difficulty is to reduce it to a practi- 
position and duties under the Public Health (Scotland) | cable scheme. The difficulty has been grasped, and 


Act is a good illustration of the power resulting from 
unity. No doubt the Council of the Royal College of 
Veterinary Surgeons is entitled to credit for its action. 
Without the assistance and guidance of our official 
head the profession could not influence a parliamen- 
tary matter to any great extent. But we doubt 
whether the Council alone without the help of the 
profession could have obtained as signal a success. 
All over the kingdom practitioners responded to the 
circular sent. out by the Council, and did their best to 
explain to their parliamentary representatives the 
position desired by veterinary surgeons as experts. 
Some individuals did more than others, but we are 
quite unable to apportion the credit and such a task, 
even if possible, would be unnecessary because we are 
now only using the subject as an illustration of the 
value of united action. There are many questions of 
great importance to the profession which our official 
Council cannot be expected to take up. Some of 
these are internal affairs upon which we are not all 
agreed, and which require discussion. Some are 
matters concerning our relations with other bodies— 
with, for instance, the Board of Agriculture or Local 
authorities. Some, again, are scientific or profes- 
oy questions in which we are all deeply inter- 
ested. 

At the present time .we have in various parts of 
the kingdom a number of local societies which have 
done invaluable service to the profession. They are 
independent of each other, which is a good healthy 
condition, They have no connecting link, which is a 
teat disadvantage. There is also one large society 
Which has no local base although it draws members 

m all over the country. It appears annually, 
“ Some good work, and then retires into compara- 

ve obscurity again for many months. 
ie National Veterinary Association and the 
an district societies’ have nothing in common 
wn e best interests of the profession. This dis- 

: — of means is not the best way to achieve 
that of aims, and it has long been recognised 
iti mn oset union of our forces should be attempted 
ot the presible without injury to the independence 
Right on Societies. It has been suggested that we 

sociati ow the example of the British Medical 
bean i" and form one Central body with affiliated 
Work in Oo a branch would continue its local 
Wold be ute independence, but the Central body 
% that = Communication and in union with all, 

0 questions of importance arose general 


Professor Macqueen has for the past twelve months 
been elaborating a scheme which might bring about 
the desired unity but which would not interfere with 
the essential independence of any of the conjoined 
bodies. Most unfortunately Professor Macqueen 
finds his time so fully occupied that he has been 
obliged to resign the duties of Honorary General 
Secretary of the National Veterinary Association. 
Everything is now ready for a meeting of the various 
societies, and although doubtless Professor Macqueen 
will give all the assistance he can we cannot hope 
that his retirement will not retard the successful 
achievement of the object. He has all the threads of 
the complicated subject in his hands and no one can 
at once take them up and handle them as he could. 
Whilst we regret his resignation we cannot lose sight 
of the fact that the result of his year’s work must 
make easier the attainment of a common base of 
action. 

All the societies have, we believe, discussed the 
subject and agreed to send delegates to a conference at 
which the matter may be thrashed out and so fur- 
thered a step. Then a report will be requisite for 
further consideration by each society, and finally a 
joint meeting of the Council of the National Associa- 
tion and representatives of the Societies. There is 
a good deal of work yet to be done, but the end 
well deserves all the trouble and expense the 
profession can bestow on it. Every year the in- 
terests of the veterinary profession become greater 
and wider and more worth constant and united 
attertion. To keep pace with modern requirements 
we must supplement individual effort by collec- 
tive action, and we cannot do this effectually unless 
we possess properly adapted machinery for the pur- 
pose. We sometimes complain of each other’s apathy 
but we seldom fail to waken up when our dignity or 
our interests are endangered. It is a good healthy 
sign to complain of ourselves and yet to resent any 
attack from outside, but energy may be misplaced or 
wasted when expended by disconnected individuals. 
We want all the esprit de corps we can muster, and 
we want it disciplined and united. Our professional 
motto is a sound one, but it needs practical applica- 
tion. We must be united not for defiance but for de- 
fence, and military authorities tell us that the strong- 
est method of defence often is to act on the offensive 
—to strive for what we want, rather than to sit down 
and wait for it. | 
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CASES AND ARTICLES. 


PURPURA HASMORRHAGICA IN AN 
ARAB PONY. 
Major Josuva A.Nuyn, F.R.C.V.S., C.LE., D.8.0. 


The case in question occurred in Arab pony belong- 
ing to the Cyprus Mounted Police that came over to 
take part in the Jubilee Procession, and which were 
under my charge at Chelsea Barracks. The ponies 
had been in England some weeks, having when first 
‘ landed been quartered at Chelsea, then going to the 


Agricultural Hall to take part in the military tourna- 
ment, and again coming back to Chelsea, where the 
animal became ill. The case was a severe one, with | 
the usual classical symptoms, but ultimately re- 
covered. 

What appears interesting is the fact of the patient 
being an Arab. In the whole of my experience in 
the East I have never met with a single case of pur- 
pura in this breed, although I have seen it in Aus- 
tralians, especially the coarser bred ones, but even 
among them compared to Europe cases of purpura 
are rare in India. The same is my experience in 
South Africa, the horses of which colony are small, 
light, and wiry, more resembling the type of Eastern 
horses than the Australian, and in which country I 
never encountered a case of purpura. It would be 
extremely interesting to know of the experience of 
others regarding the occurrence of purpura in Arabs, 
Barbs, Syrians, or other Eastern horses, as this case 
would almost lead one to suppose that there was 
some climatic influence at work. 

I may add that the stables at Chelsea are only 
rough wood sheds, anything but weather proof at the 
best of times, and knowing that these ponies had 
been used to standing in the open air the doors and 
windows were left open day and night. 


CASE OF SERUM TREATMENT OF TETANUS. 
By A. J. Morrer, M.R.C.V.S. 


On Thursday, May 6th, I was called out to see a 
pony, three years old, which I found suffering from 
tetanus. It had been castrated about ten days before, 
by an amateur, with wooden clams. 


hours the pony seemed éxcited, and had difficulty in 
breathing, but gradually quietened down. 

Next day, Sunday, it seemed slightly improved. 
On Monday I again injected the same quantity of 
the serum, and the pony went on improving and the 
jaws relaxing. Repeated same injection on Wednes- 
day and again on Friday. The pony continued get- 
ting better and in ten days was all right. In all, I 
injected one ounce of the serum. 

Although this is only one case, and might have: 
got better, without the serum, still, there was such 
an improvement after each injection that I think it: 
should get the credit of a cure. 


EXTRACTS FROM FOREIGN JOURNALS. 


Cuytous ASCITES OR CHYLIFORM. 
(Continued from p. 93.) 

Aitiology. Chylous ascites is mostly found in child- 
ren. Morton’s patient was 2 years old; Wilhelm’s: 
6 months; Henoch’s 11 years; Whitla’s 13 years;. 
Letulle’s 8 years; and Guttmann’s 10 years. 

Putting aside ordinary causes such as cold and 
traumatism, some have ascribed it to diseases of the 
heart ; asystolism (Letulle), intestinal sarcoma (He- 
noch), especially chronic peritonitis, non-tubercular 
peritonitis (Guttmann and Letulle), cancerous peri- 
tonitis (Bargebuhr), and more frequently to chronic 
tubercular peritonitis. In Whitla’s case it was one 
of gencralized miliary tuberculosis. 

The presence of filaria constitutes an etiological 
variety of chylous ascites (Lancereaux.—Traité (’ 
Anat. Path., et Acad. des Sciences). Winckel has also 
observed entozoa, the species of which were difficult 
to determine. 

Pathogenesis and Pathological Anatomy. It is by 
direct examination of the organs, at the autopsy, that 
we seek to fathom the mechanism of the production 
of the phenomenon of chylous ascites. The author!- 
ties who have given this subject their attention are 
divided into two categories. On one side they say 
this liquid is pure chyle and that the whitish ascites 
is chylous. The other side assert that it is a morbid 
product of pathological origin and that it is chyliform. 

I. The partisans of chylous ascites appeal to: 

Clinical Evidence. The abundance and rapidity of 
the reproduction of the effusion are in favour of 4 
communication with the lacteals. 

Histological Examination (Frey and Straus). If 


The pony showed the usual symptoms of tetanus, we comparatively examine the liquid of chylous 


but its jaws were not so firmly locked that it could 
not eat cut grass and suck up slops. I immediately 
telegraphed off for some anti-tetanic serum, deter- 
mined to give it a trial. Meanwhile, I did all I 
could to relieve the patient by the usual methods 
viz., dark box, perfect quiet, sloppy diet, dose of 
physic, ete. 

It was worse on Friday, and still more so on 
Saturday, when the serum arrived. The jaws had 
become more tightly closed and it could hardly open 
them to suck the slops. At midday I injected hypo- 
dermically two drachms of the serum in the loose 


ascites with that contained in the intestinal lacte 
during digestion we shall find the same poorness ° 
red and white globules and the presence of granules 
having a diameter inferior to ‘5mm. (Frey), and él 
dowed with Brownian movements. ‘This minut 
sub-division added to the albuminous nature of the 
vehicule, explains the remarkable persistence of this 
—— and the impossibility of destroying ™ 

rey). 

Chemical Analysis of the liquid shews the gresiee 
analogy between the two fluids—chyle and wil 
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ping, an emulsion of butter in some milk is given to| selves into groups. According to some the fatty 
the patient the fatty matter increases proportionally | emulsion of ascites is due to a transformation or de- 
in the liqnid of the second or third tapping—in the | generation, a kind of retrogression. So far as Debove 
same manner as the known quantity of butyrine | is concerned, chylous ascites is no more altered pus 


(Straus’ experiment). 


than chyle ; it is a special effusion which takes at 


The results of Autgnsies. A lesion of the lymphatic | first onset all the characters of a fatty emulsion. 


system exists : 
1. Of the Thoracic Duct. There is a compression 


Observers of the first group have emitted many 
theories. According to Guéneau de Mussy, there is 


of the canal by an aortic aneurysm? by cancerous | a transformation of pus into fat; it is dead, inoffen- 


(Bargebuhr) or tubercular glands. 

The duct may be dilated by obliteration of the left 
subclavian vein (Renvers) ; lesion of the right side of 
the heart and embarassment of the venous circula- 
tion. The thoracic duct may be even altered, de- 
generated and ruptured. The observation of Basse 
who relates a perforation of the duct, has no great 
value. The same may be said of the case of Munson 
who found a rupture of the duct in the vicinity of the 
pancreas; this lesion may have been artificial. 
Whitla’s autopsy, accompanied with an illustration, 
is more important. The thoracic duct, obliterated 
by tubercles was dilated below the obstacle; a dis- 
tinct perforation as if caused by a buck shot was 
situate in this region and the rounded borders of 
had not been cut by the knife. 

2. Mesenteric glands, cancerous or tubercular. 

8. Lacteals.—These vessels are injected (Marshall, 
Hughes, and Quincke), either in consequence of 
lymphatic glands becoming altered, or by peritonitis 
and lesions of the layers of the mesentery. In the 
observation recorded by Straus, two chylous fistule 
were situated in the region of the mesentery. More- 
over, some white patches existed, scattered about on 
the small intestine at the site where absorption of the 
fatty materials took place. On pricking these spots 
with a pipette, a liquid was aspirated which pre- 
sented the histological characters of chyle. These 
were veritable sub-serous ecchymoses of chyle. Chyle 
can therefore flow into the peritoneal cavity either by 
a solution of continuity or by a transudation (Straus). 
According to Guttmann the fluid issues from the 
lacteals before its passage through the glands. At 
this place it is poor in white globules. Again, the 
presence of red globules demonstrates that this fluid 
comes from the thoracic duct. 

Il. The partisans of chyliform ascites invoke in 
their favour : 

Chemical differences between the two liquids— ascitic 
uid and the physiological chyle. True chyle con- 
tains fibrin, and it coagulates in a few minutes; it 
also contains peptones, and always glucose. The 
ascitie liquid is neither lymph nor chyle.— 
(Debove), 

Absence of anatomical lesions of the lacteals. In the 
inajority of autopsies the thoracic duct has been 
ound normal (Smidt, Guttmann, twice according to 

uncke), Rokitanski, Debove, Letulle, and Straus 
— favourable to the finding of a rupture of the 


The lacteal vessels cannot be injected (Smidt), and 
, * injection of their network may simply prove the 
wrbtion of the ascitic liquid (Debove). 


¥ existence of chylous hydrocele cannot originate 
om lesions of the 


-sive pus in Veil’s opinion ; and Sainton admits it is a 
liquefaction of leucocytes into a fatty emulsion. But 
Debove has remarked the absence of the phenomena 
A infection, and of purulent globules or transitory 
cells. 

Klebs and Duplay admit the degeneration of en- 
dothelial cells, and Bargebuhr the degeneration of 
cancer cells and fibrin. 

Letulle (Revue de Médecine, 1884) remarked in 
cases of chylous effusion, that the pleural and scrotal 
cavities were the seat of lesions of chronic pleurisy and 
chronic vaginalitis. The same lesions of chronic 
peritonitis, whether tubercular, cancerous, or neo- 
plastic, explain chylous acites. There is a fatty 
granular retrogression of the inflammatory products 
—fibrin and leucocytes. 

Courtois-Suffit assimilates chylous ascites to fatty 
empyema of tubercular origin. Chylous ascites 
should be symptomatic of the specific lesions of tuber- 
culosis. 

Diagnosis.—The limits of chylous ascites by rela- 
tion to other varieties of effusions are not absolutely 
determined. Fatty ascites simulates, by its aspect, 
chylous ascites. It has been described in cancer and 
tuberculosis of the peritoneum and in chronic peri- 
tonitis. 

Microscopical examination enables the two varie- 
ties of the fluid to be separated ; in adipose ascites 
one does not find extremely fine granules, but veri 
table droplets of fat (Debove) and some adipose cells 
The liquid is not an emulsion. 

Gaucher has published a case of fatty ascites, of 
which the granules were soluble in chloroform and 
not in ether. Like the fatty ascites, the oily ascites 
would be due to a degenerative process. The obser- 
vation due to Bergeret (1873) was probably the rela- 

tion of a case of chylous ascites. Lion (1894) in a 
case of whitish ascites did not find fatty particles, 
but an albuminoid substance which was precipitated 
by alcohol and decomposed by boiling in presence of 
a strong acid ; this would belong to the glycoproteids 
of Hammarsten. Besides, it was existing in cancer- 

ous elements, some of which were undergoing trans- 

parent degeneration. It was in operation in this case 
of cancer of the ovary and peritoneum. 

The fluid of purulent peritonitis cannot give rise 

to an error. In a doubtful case chylous ascites may 

be recognised by the absence of coagulation, by the 

microscopical detection of fine granules and the «ther 

reaction. Chemical analysis may find more than six 

per cent. of albumin and four per cent. of fat (Ball- 

mann). The presence of sugar would be characteris- 

tic, in a patient not a diabetic (Bargebuhr). We may 

attempt the experiment of Straus by estimating the 

quantity of fat derived from two successive tappings. 


* Partisans of chyliform ascites divide them- 


Some have described chylous cysts of the _— 
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three of which were in communication with the 
thoracic duct. In seven cases operated upon, laparo- 
tomy was followed by cure. 

Having diagnosed chylous ascites it is important to 
seek for the cause. Is the ascites symptomatic of a 
lesion cf the heart, of peritoneal cancer, or oftener of 
tuberculosis? After tapping, we may sometimes feel 
mesenteric glandular tumours. The liver must be 
measured ; it was voluminous in Letulle’s case; cir- 
rhotic in Renver’s and syphilitic in Veil’s. We should 
always think of the possibility of the presence of 
filaria. The pleural cavities may also be the seat of 
an effusion constituting a kind of pleuro-peritoneal 
form. The two pleure and peritoneum contained a 
milky fluid in Rokitanski’s case, and in Quincke’s 
only the right pleural cavity and the peritoneum. 
Smidt found two litres of the white effusion in the 
chest. In Letulle’s patient, there was double hydro- 
thorax. 

The treatment is symptomatic. The indications for 
tapping are those of the ordinary or serous form of 
ascites. 

Probably it may be inconvenient to repeat this 
veritable white bleeding. It is possible that Murphy’s 
case which was cured after laparotomy, was not one 
of chylous ascites.—Archives Générales de Médecine, 
Avril, 1896. 

H. G. 


[The cases mentioned in English veterinary literature 
are by Prof. Walley, p. 262, vol. ili. of The Journal 4 
Comparative Pathology etc., 1890 ; H. Gray, p. 373, vol. 
iv. idem, and J. A. Dollar, in The Veterinarian, June, 


1895]. 


VETERINARY SOCIETIES. 


NATIONAL VETERINARY ASSOCIATION. 


The fifteenth general meeting of the National Veteri- 
nnry Association was held at Reading on the 12th inst. 
Among those present were Mr. James F. Simpson, J.P. 
; Prof. Penberthy, of the R.C.VS. : 
Si H. L. Simpson, Messrs. F. W. Wragg, N. Almond. 
E. W. Baker, Wm. Hunting, F. L. J. 8. Hurn- 
dall, J. Bell, John Blakeway, John Cameron, W. Caud- 
well, J. A. Craft, H.J. Dawes, Prof. Dewar, Edinburgh 
College ; G. H. Elder, A. B, Forsyth, W. G. Flanagan 
EK. W. Hoare, Tedbar Hopkin, J. Hutton, G. E. King. 
K. H. Leach, H. G. Jas. MeGavin, A. 
Mason, G. Gartside Mayor, E. J. Mellett, T. B. Goodall 
J. Pollock, Alfred Playne, W. Shipley, sen., S. Slocock. 
H. Snarry, Trevor Spencer, J. Temple, J. Varney, R. J 
Verney, J. P.S. Walker, Albert Wheatley, president Royal 
Counties V.M.A.; W. Shipley, junr., H. Carter, Lieut.- 
Col. Steel, Parker, Oliphant, W: Woods, J. 8. Barber, E 
Beddard, H. C. Harrison, Allen, W. H. Bloye Alfred 
Marston, D. G. Davies, E. Percival Owen, and others 
The arrangements for the annual meeting were made 
by the Provisional Committee, which was consti- 
tuted as follows :—Messrs. Albert Wheatley, chair- 
man; C. Carter, P. Irving, E. Mellett, J. B. Tutt. S 
H. Slocock, D. Pugh, J. Varney, J. B. Martin, Meredith, 
A.V.D. W. Pauer, J. Fraser, E. P. Owen, secretary : 
Sir Henr “wh Messrs. J. T. King, G. E King 
F. W. Willett, R. J. Verney, W. G. Flanagan, J East’ 
junr., W. Wilson, C. W. Page, W. Western, F. W 
Dowell, F. R. Stevens, and R. C. Tennant. | 


Mr. J. F. Simpson, pete, took the chair at the 
in the Large Town Hall, Read- 


On the motion of Mr. Beli, seconded by Mr. McGavin, 
the report of the iast general meeting was taken as read, 
having been printed and circulated, and was unani- 


meeting, which was hel 
ing at 10.30. 


mously adopted. 


The PrEsIDENT then, according to custom, announced 
the recommendations of the Council ; and each of them 


was unanimously adopted, as follows :— 


That Scarborough be the pee of the 1898 meeting. 
eeds, be the President of 


That Mr. A. W. Mason, of 
the Association for the ensuing year. 


That the following gentlemen be elected vice-presi- 
dents: Messrs. J. H Carter, W. Awde, W. Woods, J. S.. 


Hurndall, Col. Steel, and Mr. Bloye. 


That Messrs. J. E. Scriven, G. E. Bowman, Ed. Faulk- 
ner, H. Snarry, G. Elphick, R. C. Trigger, John Me- 
Kinna, J. Bell, J. Abson, J. Malcolm, Geo, Wartnaby, 


and G. R. Dudgeon, be elected on the Council. 
That Sir Henry Simpson and Messrs. Trigger and 
Wragg be re-elected trustees. 
That Messrs. J. Roalfe Cox and Sidney Villar be re- 
appointed auditors. 
hat Mr. F. W. Wragg be re-elected treasurer. 


On the question of the appointment of a secretary, the 
President expressed the regret of the Council that on the 


previous evening Professor Macqueen had stated that he 
did not see his way to continue in office. He was sure 
that members generally would regret, as much as the 
Council did, Professor Macqueen’s resignation. (Hear, 


hear). The Council had pleasure in recommending to: 


the meeting that Mr. Wm. Hunting should be appointed 
secretary. 

The PRESIDENT said the next pleasing duty which the 
Council had to consider was the recommending to the 
meeting of the election of their president of last year as a 
life ge goomy according to custom. Mr. Wm. 
Bower, of East Rudham, Norfolk, as they all knew, 
carried out his duties in an admirable manner, and those’ 
who met him at the Yarmouth meeting could testify 
to the hearty a in which he received them, and _ also: 
to the business-like style in which he conducted the 
proceedings. —-(Hear, hear.) 

Sir Henry Simpson moved, and Mr. J. H. Carter 
seconded, the election of Mr. W. Bower as a life vice- 
president, and the motion was carried by acclamation. 


RECEPTION BY THE MAYOR AND CORPORATION. 


Then followed a very pleasing function, in the en- 
trance, “in state,” of the Mayor of Reading (Mr. William 
Ferguson) and members of the Corporation, attended by 
the town clerk, mace-bearer, etc. 

_The PRESIDENT expressed the great pleasure it gave 
him to introduce to the meeting the Chief Magistrate of 
the ancient Borough of Reading and_his colleagues of 
the Corporation. His worship and the members of the 
Council, he said, had most generously placed the Muni- 
cipal Buildings at their service, throwing every part 0 
the fine edifice open to the members of the Association. 

The Mayor said it was with pleasure he and his 
colleagues of the Corporation attended to extend a very 
hearty welcome to the National Veterinary Association 
on their visit to Reading, and in throwing open all the 
municipal buildings for their use during their visit. 
(Applause). He hoped the discussions which would 
take place during that, the fifteenth annual meeting of 
the Association, would still further advance veterinary 
science. Like its sister, the medical profession, the pre- 
fession of veterinary science had made vast strides of 
late years, more particularly in bacteriological reseat¢ 
—a subject in which he was himself much intereste¢. 
(Applause). On behalf of the inhabitants of the ancient 
town of Reading he bade the Society a hearty welcomé, 
and expressed the hope that not only might their 
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deliberations afford them profit, but that their gathering 
might be in every sense a pleasant and a successful one. 
(Cheers). 

The PRESIDENT moved a very hearty vote of thanks 
to the Mayor and Corporation of the Borough for their 
kindness in attending that ae and also for their 
liberality in placing the municipal buildings at the dis- 
posal of the Association. (Applause). 

Prof. PENBERTHY#seconded the resolution in a few 
words, and it was carried by acclamation, and duly 
acknowledged by the Mayor. 


THE ANNUAL DINNER. 


At 7 p.m. nearly 100 gentlemen sat down toa banquet, 
admirably served by Mr. W. G. Flanagan, of the Great 
Western Hotel (who had also supplied the luncheon), in 
the Town Hall. The company was presided over by Mr. 
James F. Simpson, and was joined by a number of the 
local élite, who had been invited as the guests of Messrs. 
J. F. Simpson and Albert Wheatley. These visitors in- 
cluded the Mayor of Reading, the Hon. Eustace Fiennes, 
Major Gerald Ricardo, Messrs. G. T. Phillips (Mayor of 
Wokingham), E. M. Sturges, W. Barningham, J. Russell 
King, O. C. Maurice, Drs. Marriott, Phillips-Conn, 
Holden, Price, W. J. Maurice, Heasman, Comfer, Wil- 
cockson, and Walker, Messrs. Dymore Brown, Giles 
Ayres, Arthur Roberts, J. H. Walters, F. J. Ferguson, 
T. Stainton, W. J. Henman, Chas. Oades, T. Chettle, 
and others. 

The PRESIDENT in very felicitous terms, submitted the 
toasts of “ The Queen,” and of “The Prince and Princess 
of Wales and the other members of the Royal Family,” 
which were cordially honoured. 

Prof. MacQueEEN, in proposing “ The Navy, Army, and 
Reserve Forces,” said he was not aware of any special 
connection between the veterinary profession and the 
navy, except that members of the navy were engaged 
under the Board of Agriculture. Now we had sucha 
splendid navy it was to be hoped that all those tempor- 
ary, amateur officers, would be called back to head- 
quarters to fulfil their own duties, and some of the 
splendid appointments now filled by naval officers would 
fall to the veterinary profession. (Hear, hear). Since the 
late Professor Colman commenced the banishment of 
glanders and other contagious diseases from the stables 
of the British cavalry, the profession had gained recog- 
nition in the Army. In the last Afghan war the trans- 
port animals were entirely under the management of 
non-veterinary officers, and the loss amounted to 63,000. 

Let them contrast that with the last Egyptian campaign 
where the losses amounted to a very small percentage, 
simply because the animals in that expedition were 
under the charge of veterinary officers. (Hear, hear). In 
the Veterinary Department of the Army they had good 
peecions, combatant rank and fair pensions, and at the 

ead a Director who was a veterinarian and not an ex- 
naval officer. (Hear, and laughter). 

Major Ricardo, Col. Steel, and Major H. G. Lepper 

(Bucks Yeomanry) responded. 
Sir Henry Smmpson gave “The Borough of Reading.” 
ading, he said, was almost as well known by veteri- 
harlans as any town in England. He did not know any 
town of its size where so many men who dealt in horses 
Were congregated, and that must be beneficial to the 
profession, Reading well maintained its rank as the 
— of the Royal county—it was a go-ahead town, 
and the centre of industries known all over the world. 

}ould mention many individuals in Reading who 

Mi. — their mark, but he would only allude to one— 

pa bert Wheatley, whose name was so familiar, and 

the ee in their profession, and in connection with 
ce ession throughout the United Kingdom. (Cheers). 
crough was in the hands of a very enlightened 


Nuhicipality, and it was now controlled by a chief 


night. The Mayor had been not only obliging in doing 
everything he could to promote the comfort and con- 
venience of the National Association, but had been en- 
thusiastic, and had gone out of his way to make them 
happy and comfortable. (Hear, hear). 

' vd Mayor was heartily cheered on rising to return 
thanks. Having touched upon some of the principal 
industries of the town, his worship spoke of the recent 
visit of the Royal Counties’ Agricultural Show to Read- 
ing, and of the great interest taken in it, and especially 
in the horse-shoeing, by the President, H.R.H. Prince 
Christian. It had been a great pleasure to him, and to 
| his colleagues on the Council, to receive the National 
Association that day. He trusted their conference would 
bear fruit, and that their society and their noble pro- 
fession would continue to flourish. (Applause). 

The next toast—that of “ The Royal ry of Veter- 
inary Surgeons ”—was proposed by Dr. O. C. Maurice. 
Having remarked that his most intimate connection with 
their profession was his friendship with Mr. Albert 
Wheatley, he said he found that the first veterinary 
college was established in Camden Town in 1791. 
Twenty-five years afterwards one was established in 
Scotland, and he believed there were now four schools all 
flourishing. In 1844 those who had qualified themselves 
were enrolled by a Royal Charter as members of the 
Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons and that was the 
first time they became a body which could give diplomas. 
Since then oe had done great good, and one of the 
best things they did was in stamping out the rinderpest 
in 1865, and since hen as far as was possible other 
infectious disease. He thought doctors had the best of 
veterinary surgeons because they had to treat people 
perhaps not more intellectual than animals, but people 
who could state their complaints and answer questions. 
Veterinary surgeons were such good fellows that medical 
men ought to be very warm in their reception of them, 
and treat them in every way as their brother profession- 
als. (Applause.) 

Prof. Fusseneny. who responded, was cordially wel- 
comed on rising. He felt, he said, extremely grateful 
for the cordial way in which they had received his name 
in association with the toast. It so happened that he 
was the first secretary of the National Veterinary Asso- 
ciation, and he had very probably to express a deeper 
gratitude than he knew of to that Association in helping 
to put him in the very honourable position which he now 
held—the most honourable position which any member 
of his profession could have given him at the hands of his 
brethren. He felt that too deeply for expression. As 
regarded the Royal College itself, he could say that it 
was in a very healthy condition. As far as he knew, at 
any rate, there were no “ burning questions ”—he had no 
secrets to tell them, and no prophesies to make. That 
day they had been discussing the subject of heredity, and 
they had touched on natural selection ; and he was quite. 
sure the Royal College was inspired by a desire to re- 
move everything, intrinsic and extrinsic, which would 
interfere with the survival of the fittest. (Hear, hear.) 
He was very glad it was not incumbent on him to recall 
all the good work that had been done, to the advantage 
‘of the public and to the advantage of themselves ; but 
he thought they might reflect with a certain amount of 
satisfaction, and ro some unction to themselves, for 
, real public work. They now realised the desire for 
intrinsic work, for a disposition to improve themselves 
and to fit themselves for positions which must naturally 
fall to their lot. Dr. Maurice had, extremely kindly, 
recognised their work, and recognised them as profess- 
ional brethren. Their great desire was to deserve recog- 
nition—(hear, hear) They had some complaints to make. 
They had heard that night about appointments at the 
Board of Agriculture going to naval men ; but they had 
also to congratulate themselves on very good appoint- 


Magistrate who honoured them by being their guest that 


ments in the Army. Replying to Dr. Maurice, he might 
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- thinking there was an hereditary connection which con- 


say on the other side that veterinary patients told no 
lies. Ca and hear.) The Koyal College was most 
deeply indebted, as was the profession as a whole, to 
veterinary medical associations, and he should like to 
express that indebtedness. At these they had oppor- 
tunities of meeting together and gathering each other’s 
views on subjects of special interest to the profession ; 
and, what was more, they had the social meetings—of 
which that was such a splendid representative, to bring 
them closer together, to enable them to understand each 
other’s wants, and to be able to help and to receive help. 
For that great work in accomplishing not only the motto 
of the College, but the meaning of that motto. He was 
sure the Royal College was deeply indebted to these 
societies. (Cheers.) 
Mr. Huntine submitted the toast of “ The Medical 
Profession.” All that day, he said, they had been dis- 
cussing the subject of heredity ; and he could not help 


stituted them a branch of the medical profession. There 
were many symptoms common to both kinds of practi- 
tioners—one, was a personal dislike to the swallowing of 
drugs. (Laughter.) Then there was a detestation of 
quackery common to them both, and also a sort of con- 
ventional respect for the high hat and the frock coat. 
(Laughter and hear.) As in the conformation of animals 
there were variations according to the surroundings, so 
it was with clothes in civilization. It was difficult for a 
veterinarian to examine a horse while wearing a high 
hat, for it stuck into the animal’s flank ; a frock coat 
when you ame to examine a coronet had a knack of 
getting the tails in the mud, so veterinarians had short- 
ened their hats and coats more than their medical 
brethren had occasion to do. (Laughter.) But there 
were more se1ious analogies. Both of them spent their 
time in endeavouring to master the mysteries of disease. 
Up toa few years ago they were simply blind followers 
of the medical profession, accepting what they had dis- 
covered, and applying it to the lower animals. Now he 
presumed to think they had arrived at the stage at which 
they contributed their share to the general knowledge of 
medicine and surgery. They gave and took, and he 
thought every year in the future that sort of give and 
take between the medical and the veterinary professions 
would become more and more marked. (Applause and 
hear.) In particular would that be the case in the sub- 
ject of public health. It was acknowledged that there 
were diseases transmissible from man to animals, and it 
was known that disease passed through the flesh and 
milk of animals to man. To a very considerable extent 
the veterinary surgeon would be required to work with, 
and to co-operate with the medical officer in the protec: 
tion of the public health as well as in the treatment of 
the diseases of animals. They would remember that 
Parliament had just passed the Scotch Public Health 
Act, and there he thought for the first time the Legisla- 
ture had acknowledged their position. There the medi- 
cal officer was supreme, but he had _a veterinary surgeon 
and a sanitary officer connected with him and required 
to work with him under the Local Authority. (Hear. 
hear.) Perhaps if they went back to the date mentioned 
by Dr. Maurice—1865—they would have discovered thé 
time at which the alteration of the relations of the medi- 
cal and the veterinary professions first took place. When 
the one ceased to follow the other and commenced parallel 
eetenee. Then the cattle plague was devastating 
ingland, and the whole British public were alarmed, He 
was proud, looking back on that date, to remember that 
the medical men did not advise correctly, but, led by Dr 
Murchison, they s gested treating the disease and. with 
many of the general public, opposed what was called the 
“barbarous and unscientific” use of the pole-axe, The 
veterinary profession, however, had its way, and showed 
that slaughter was the only practical, and therefore a 


disease. (Hear, hear.) A little while ago he noticed in 
a public print that a medical gentleman—at any rate a 
person signing himself “M.D., R.N.”—asserted that the 
veterinary profession did not understand their trade as 
well as they ought to do—in fact he went so far as to re- 


the medical profession as the suurce from which veterin- 
ary surgeons derived all their knowledge. That was a 
little egotistical, and they naturally resented it ; but he 
was »roud to believe that man stood single and alone in 
the medical profession in his belief. (Hear, hear.) They 
were not ungrateful, they had to acknowledge ihe very 
greatest indebtedness to the medical profession, not only 
for the knowledge they had given them as scientific me 
but for having formed part of their examining boa 
since the very earliest days of the veterinary profession, 
(Hear, hear.) In fact when the College was first estab 
lished the whole examining board was a medical board 
and that remained so until 1844, Since that time they 
had imagined themselves capable of examining their own 
students ; but they had always acknowledged that on 
some special subjects, such as pathology and biology, 
they had men in the medical profession their superiors, 
and he held that no examiner was so capable as the man 
who knew most about his subject. An examiner with a 
little knowledge was a most dangerous and unfair man 
to submit a student to. (Hear, hear.) They would ever 
be indebted to the medical profession for its assistance, 
and he believed mutual co-operation would be good for 
both professions. (Applause and hear.) 

Dr. MARRIOTT, as senior physician at the Berkshire 
Hospital, responding. Mr. Hunting had referred to the 
veterinary profession as a branch of the medical pro- 
fession. Well, it might have been a branch, but it had 
got now to bea very big branch, and one very closely 
connected with the trunk. He might safely say the veter- 
inary and the medical profession were brothers—brothers 
in one common aim and object, to relieve suffering, human 
and animal. They were in accord in research, in scientific 
process, in physiological and ane: gs knowledge ; 
and they knew what they had learned from each other. 
So long as that feeling, that “give and take” principle 
actuated them both, so long would the two professions 
go hand in hand, and work shoulder to shoulder, for the 
public good. (Applause.) Therefore he said, on behalf 
of himself and his medical brethren present, that they 
were deeply grateful for the compliment paid them, and 
he was quite sure if they carried out the same hospitality 
and kind feeling in the different towns they visited their 
profession would always prosper and flourish, and the 
medical profession, as wellas the public, would be grate- 
ful to them. (Applause.) 

Mr. O. C. Maurice, also responded He was sure it 
would be to the advantage of both the professions that 
—- be good friends, and act in accord. (Hear, 

ear). 

Dr. Price proposed “ The National Veterinary Assoc! 
ation,” the hosts of the evening. When they left Read- 
ing he hoped they would feel: that the welcome givet 
them in the town, by all parties, from the Mayar down- 
wards, was one which might be equalled, but certainly 
could not be bettered by any other town in the country. 
(Applause). The two professions were brother profes- 
sions in every sense of the term. Tkey were equa y 
anatomists and comparative anatomists : pathologists 
and comparative pathologists, and they only differed in 
the question of the patients they had to treat. Whether 
man was the nobler animal he sometimes had his doubt, 
at any rate the patients of the veterinarian, being unable 
to talk, could not tell lies. (Laughter). Then they had 
another advantage—their dominion had_ not yet 
invaded by the aggressive sex. (More laughter). Further 
the duties of their profession carried them into the hunt: 
ing field, where they could unite sport with their pro 


truly scientific, method of ridding the country of the 


fessional interests. (Hear, hear). 


fer to books written by himself and other members of 


op 

an 

th 

the 

the 

his 

sur. 

Sev 

me 

mol 

asse 

anal 

hab 

whil 

dise: 

exan 

stud 

| cone 

the e 

every 

with 

That, 

veter; 

ackno 

was n 

first 
must ; 
used t 

| one s 

| their 

| be sho 

jealous 

sure th 

science 

| The ms 

the hur 

veterin: 

case wh 

would 

| he was 
having 
ti 

Y disap) 

“ The ar 

(Hear A h 
bers of t 
honour 
| Services 
| knew the 
attack th 

| naval sur 
resided in 

them the 

Record of 

a8 Berksh 

| The last 

by Col, St 

An €xce 

| Messrs. Pe 

and Bert 

| It Would 
| | Out a more 
Was achie 

gd 
Associates 
itertain ¢ 


August 21, 1897 


THE VETERINARY RECORD 


107 


The PRESIDENT, whose name was coupled with the 
toast, referred to those meetings as affording them an 
opportunity of associating with the medical profession, 
and of showing the latter that they were working with 
them for the alleviation of diseases, not of the patients 
they were in the habit of attending, but of the horse, 
the ox, the sheep, the pig, and the dog. He alluded in 
his address that morning to the fact that the veterinary 
surgeon was exami*fed at the ete day far more 
severely, before he could obtain his diploma, than the 
medical student. He did not suggest that the had 
more subjects to make themselves perfect in, but he did 
assert that they had a varied number of patients whose 
anatomy and diseases they had to study and whose 
habits they had to make themselves acquainted with, 
while the medical profession had but to study the 
diseases of one particular subject. Their students were 
examined by the gentlemen who examined medical 
students ; and so far as pathology and bacteriology were 
concerned, over and over again he had been assured by 
the examiners that the veterinary student was equal in 
every way, in his knowledge of those particular subjects, 
with the student of human medicine. (Hear, a 
That, to his mind, was proof of the progress whic 
veterinarians had made in the short time they had been 
acknowledged as a profession. When they considered it 
was not more than 53 years ago that they obtained their 
first Royal Charter of Incorporation, he thought they 
must admit they had made enormous strides, and h 
used their best endeavours to “catch up” the medical 

rofession. They did not claim that they had already 
ae so, but they did claim that they were “ hard upon 
their heels,” and intended to persevere in their efforts to 
be shortly on an equality. (Hear, hear). They feared no 
jealousy on the part of the medical rofession, feeling 
sure that when they had proved they had mastered their 
science they would be welcomed as brothers. yoy apr 
The matter of £ s. d. had nothing whatever to do wit 
the human life, but it had everything to do with the 
veterinarian. While he might desire to persevere with a 
case which he fully believed his knowledge and skill 
would enable him in time to restore to perfect health, 
he was denied.the opportunity from the mere fact of 
having to represent lay to the employer that it 
would take a certain time ; and the owner often extreme- 
ly disappointed the veterinary practitioner by deciding— 
“The animal is not worth it ; I will have him shot.” 
(Hear, hear). So long as they were surrounded by mem- 

rs of the medical profession such as they had the 
honour of entertainmg that night, they knew their 
services and efforts were appreciated. So far as he 
knew the individual alluded to who had ventured to 
attack the veterinary profession was what was called a 
naval surgeon. That attack had been made by one who 
resided in the County of Berks, and he could assure 
them the article which appeared in Zhe Veterinary 

Record of the previous Saturday was unnecessary, so far 
as Berkshire men were ccncerned. (Hear, hear). 

The last toast, that of “ Our Visitors,” was submitted 

by Col. Steel, the Hon. Eustace Fiennes responding. 

nexcellent musical programme was carried out by 
essrs. Perey Coward, Wilfred Kearton, Malcolm Boyle, 
and Bertram Mills. 


Sreconp Day. 
THe Rrver Trip anp LUNCHEON. 


2 would be almost impossible to organise and cat 
a more completely successful affair than that whic 
V) achieved by the members of the Royal Counties 
i the 12th inst., when the previous day’s strict 
ness gave way to pleasure, and the Royal Counties 


long remembered by all who had the delight to partici- 
pate in it. With the management perfect, the weather 
simply “made” for the occasion, and everything of the 
best. What more could have been provided? A happier 
selection for the journey the executive could not have 
made, as this portion of the river, besides affording some 
of the finest scenery, is very varied and may be taken as 
typical of the Thames. Two splendidly equipped steam 
launches, “ The Queen of the Thames” and “The River 
Queen” had been chartered to convey the party, and be- 
yond a very slight hitch with the steering gear of the 
former boat, they did their work well. The charm 
.of the surroundings was much enhanced by the presence 
of many ladies. Amongst the many present were : Sir 
Henry and Lady Simpson, Mr. and Mrs. James F. Simp- 
son, Mr. and Mrs. Albert Wheatley, Mr. and Miss Hunt- 
ing, Mr. and Miss Caton, Mr. Bell, Mr. Tedbar Hopkin, 
Mr Mason, Mr. and Miss Walker, Mr. and Miss Flana- 
gan, Prof. Dewar, Prof. Macqueen, Prof. Penberthy, The 
Mayor and Mayoress of Reading, Prof. W. Alston Edgar, 
Mrs. Henry Edgar, Mr. A. L. Butters, and Miss Butters, 
Mr. Joseph Woodger, Mr. and Mrs. F. W. Wragg, Mr. W. 
Woods, Mr. and Mrs. E. Leach, Mr. and Mrs. W. Wilson, 
Mr. and Mrs. Prudames, Colonel and Mrs. Walters, Mr. 
and Mrs. Gooch, Mr. and Mrs. Varney, Mr. Mark Tailby, 
Mr. Malcolm, Colonel and Mrs. Steel, Mr. and Mrs. Ww’ 
Shipley, Jun., Mr. Samson, Prof. and Mrs. Pritchard, 
Mr. and Mrs. E. P. Owen, Mr. and Mrs. E. J. Mellett, 


ad | Mr. H. G. and the Misses Lepper, Mr. J. T. King, Mr. 


and Mrs. G. E. King, Mr. and Mrs. Ingersoll, Mr. and 
Mrs. Howard, Mr. E. Wallis Hoare, Mr. Harrison, Mr. 
and Mrs. Hanks, Mr. J. Fraser, Mr. G. H. Elder, Mr. 
J. A. W. Dollar, Mr. E. G. Crowhurst, Mr. J. H. Carter, 
Mr. W. H. Bloye, Mr. Blakeway, Mr. Giles Ayres, Mr. 
Nicholson Almond, Mr. Joseph and Mrs. Abson. 

To the esteemed hon. secretary, Mr.J.Sutcliffe Hurndall, 
every praise is due for the many admirable arrangements 
made for the pleasure of the company ; whilst Sir Henry 
and Mr. J. F. Simpson added much to the enjoyment of 
those around them. by explaining many points of interest 
en route. Mr. A. W. Wheatley too, the President of the 
Royal Counties V.M.A., was ever watchful with a view 


to making the outing the thorough success which it 
undoubte 
A brief description of the portion of the grand old 


Thames over which we passed, may not be uninteresting : 
Soon after passing through Caversham Lock, Sonning 
Oaks come into view, a beautiful “set” of trees which 
overhang the water. Passing out of this Sonning Lock 
is reached, the grounds adjoining which, on the morning 
of our trip, was gay with flowers. Below the lock for a 
few miles stretch meadows interspersed with large beds of 
withy, the scenery and cattle reminding one of Sidney 
Cooper’s pictures, till we reach the rising ground of 
Shiplake Place on the left. Then through Shiplake Lock 
with the mill beside it, past the mouth of the Loddon, 
past Wargrave, with its church and picturesque landing, 
then through another stretch of meadow and rod-beds 
with more than one herse-ferry, and past Bolney, and 
other “Houses” and “Places” with their beautifully 
kept gardens, literally too beautiful for a picture. After 
leaving Wargrave the land on the right rises, and on the 
brow of a hill, between three and four hundred feet above 
the level of the river, stands the beautiful residence 
known as Park Place. Its magnificent grounds and 
boathouses fringe the water’s edge, and through an ivy 
hung opening in the cliffs a charming peep of the exten- 
sive park is obtained. Marsh Lock is close in under this 
wooded slope, on the right, with a long, wooden pier-like 
structure running out from the left bank to carry the 
“tow-path,” whilst, under the trees just below, is one of 
the most favoured spots with luncheon parties, and 
nearer to Henley Bridge are private moorings for house- 


lates were in the happy position of being able to 
entertain their many guests. Their water trip will be 


boats etc., many of which are decked with flowers, and 
on which our party looked with evident delight. Henley 
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Bridge, a white stone construction with five arches, is 
said to be one of the finest of its kind in England. Just 
below is the far famed regatta course, over which we pass 
at a leisurely pace, thus being able to “take in” every- 
thing worthy of a glance. And then just round the sharp 
bend at the lower end of the course we are approaching 
another lock. This is Hambledon, close by which isa 
favourite camping ground, where we saw several camp- 
ing parties preparing for their mid-day meal. Awa 
through Hambledon, and Medmenham is reached, wit 
the ruins of its Abbey, which is notorious as having been 
in the last century, the mock monastery of the Monks of 
Medmenham, or, as it was sometimes called, “The Hell 
Fire Club.” The doings of this disreputable gang may be 
judged by their unmonastic motto “ Fay ce que voudras,” 
which still exists over one of the doorways. Hurley Lock 
is the next, and then Temple Lock is soon reached, close 
by which is seen Temple House, the seat of General 
Owen Williams, and Bisham Abbey and church. Less 
than a mile beyond we come to Marlow suspension 
bridge, from which point we obtain our first view of the 
beautiful Quarry Woods, coming right down to the 
water's edge, and which extend from Bisham Road to 
Winter Hill. Passing the tumbling bay and Marlow 
Lock, in a meadow facing Quarry Woods, and in the 
welcome shade of a marquee, the splendidly supplied 
luncheon was partaken of by the party. 


THe LUNCHEON. 


Mr. A. W. Wheatley presided. 

Immediately on the termination of the lunch, the 
President submitted the toast of “The Queen.” which, 
he said, required no words from him to recommend to 
them. They were, he was sure, a loyal and patriotic 
varty ; he would therefore ask them to drink to the first 
tnd in the land in a bumper. The toast having been 
received. 

Mr. Mason said the honour had fallen to him to pro- 
pose the toast of Mr. Wheatley—their ——. (Ap- 
plause). He should, he was confident, be only echoin 
the sentiments of all around him to-day when he sai 
that the treatment they had received from the Royal 
Counties Veterinary Medical Asssociation was hugely 
appreciated by them. (Hear, hear). Such great kindness 
as had been shown them he could not find words to 
properly thank them for, but they would, he was sure, 
take the will for the deed. To the ladies, he must return 
the most sincere thanks, as they, by their presence, had 
largely contributed to the day’s enjoyment. (Hear, hear). 
In such matters as that which they had celebrated the 
wrevious day a great deal depended on the work of the 
yor Committee, and that work had, on the present 
occasion, been performed admirably. (Hear, hear). A 
word of praise was due to all concerned, and he gave it 
in the most hearty manner. Having promised the As- 
sociation a hearty welcome for next year to the queen 
of watering places—Scarboro’, he again thanked the 
Royal Counties Executive for their magnificient treat- 
ment of them, and with the toast he gave the name of 
Mr. Albert Wheatley. (Cheers). The toast was received 
with musical honours. 

Mr. WHEATLEY briefly acknowledged the compliment, 
and expressed the pleasure all had felt at being able to 
perform such a pleasing duty in welcoming the visitors 
amongst them that day. The presence of the ladies was 
a special feature, and like } 
thanked them for their attendance, as it did so much to 
enhance the pleasure of all present. (Hear, hear). 

Subsequently Mr. Wm. Plumbe, photographic artist, 
of 76 High Street, Maidenhead, was accorded a “sitting” 
by the party. 

Taking to the river again, Bourne End, the Thames 
—- water of the Cambridge eight, and the pictures- 
que village of Cookham were next left behind, and then 
we came upon the lovely scenery of Cliveden, on the left 


bank, the overhanging woods of which bound the Bucks 
shore for the next couple of miles. The patatial resi- 
dence of Cliveden was formerly occupied by the Duke 
of Westminster, but is now the property of Mr. Astor, 
the American millionaire. At Boulter’s Lock some de- 
lay was caused owing to the number of smaller craft, 
boats, punts, and canoes in great variety, but once through 
this on we go almost uninterruptedly to Maidenhead, 
where we disembark and go our various ways to relate to 
our friends the beauties of the Thames, and to long re- 
member this most enjoyable day. 


EXTRACTS AND NOTES. 


THE PATHOLOGY OF DISTEMPER. 


This letter with editorial note appeared in The Lancet, 
on July 31st. Why is it that “Doctors” will assume 
that Veterinarians neglect their own science ? 


To the Editors of THe LANcet. 


Sirs,—The pathology of distemper in the dog has been 
neglected, | suppose, by the veterinary surgeons, as the 
disease is very prevalent and claims a great number of 
very valuable dogs by death. I have hunted in vain to 
find if any micro-organism is described, and have also 
consulted sume local veterinary surgeons. Klein in his 
latest work does not describe distemper at all. I should 
define distemper as an acute inflammatory, contagious 
disorder, affecting chiefly the respiratory passages, some- 
times the alimentary tracts, and very frequently leaving 
as a sequela some nervous affection (chorea and paralysis 
and fits), rheumatism, and rickets. Distemper in the 
dog, I think, is only a stage in the life-history of the 
organisms of scarlet fever and diphtheria, for these 
reasons, scarlet fever is followed by rheumatism and 
dropsy and chorea in the human being. So it is in the 
dog with distemper. Diphtheria is frequently followed 
by paralysis. So also is distemper in the dog. In the 
dog the paralysis is chiefly in the hind limbs, but I have 
seen the throat also affected. As: regards treatment in 
these animals, perchloride of iron gives very good results. 
Antitoxin injected gives excellent results also, the nasal 
mucous membrane is cleared of its discharge in twenty- 
four hours, and should there be a white film over the 
eyes this also disappears. But for this film calomel 
dusted into the eyes a given me excellent results. 

Vaccination between the ears has also given me gi 
results. The other part of the treatment I follow is 4 
stimulating plan—plenty of raw meat-juice, eggs an 
milk, and port wine and brandy—and hygienic. The 
sequelz of distemper are almost incurable—viz., chorea 


r. Mason he especially | 


and paralysis. I write this short letter so that some of 
_ our bacteriologists may take up this subject and see! 
there is any connexion between these diseases patholog!- 
cally, as they coincide clinically. I believe there 1 
Most of my experiments with antitoxin and vaccination 
have been done on high-bred dogs—i.., in-bred to bring 
out their fine qualities. Mongrels do not suffer so severely 
as in-bred ones. 1 
I am, si ours truly, , 
RW. Mann, M.B. Edi. 
Ashton-under-Lyne, June 14th, 1897. 


*,* Were distemper due to the microbe of scarlet fever 
would not our correspondent expect the latter disease 
be specially rife among veterinary surgeons, the 4 
dants at kennels, &c.? But we have yet to learn ee: 
such is the case. Diphtheria, on the other hand, ® - 

to a pertectly well-known bacillus, which during ¢ A 
‘twelve years has been carefully studied by Léffler, ho 
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Yersin, and others, but which has never, so far as we are 
aware, been shown capable of producing symptoms even 
remotely resembling those of distemper. Further than 
this, Friedberger and Fréhner (two very eminent German 
veterinary authors) absolutely deny that any case of 
human diphtheria has been shown to have arisen from 
animal infection, or that human diphtheria can be trans- 
mitted (as a specific disease) to animals. The micro- 
organism of distemper has not yet been definitely iden- 
tified, though our cofrespondent is quite in error In sup- 
posing that the veterinary profession has neglected to 
study the disease. On the contrary, it has given it very 
close attention. Millais identified six varieties of organ- 
ism with nasal discharge, one of which was a bacterium 
and the other five cocci. Of these one resembles very 
closely the pneumococcus of Friedlander, and is regarded 
by Millais as the cawsa causans, on account of its occur- 
ring in the blood of every animal examined. By grow- 
ing mixed cultures on gelatin (transplanting to new 
tubes six or seven times) a material was produced which 
could be employed as vaccine. It sufficed to smear a 
small quantity of such a culture on the nose of a well- 
bred dog to bring about a mild and uncomplicated attack 
of distemper, after which the animal enjoyed an immun- 
ity similar to that which follows disease contracted in 
the usual way. Rabe (of the Hanover Veterinary 
School) found small cocci, sometimes in chains, some- 
times aggregated in twos or fours (sarcinz), in the nasal 
discharge and blood. They stained readily with methyl- 
violet. Friedberger confirmed this. Mathis discovered 
a diplogoceus which, after cultivation, reproduced the 
disease in dogs. Schantyr recently published a report of 
experiments. He divides distemper into three forms— 
viz., an abdominal “typhus” type, distemper proper, and 
canine “typhoid.” The “ Fg ” bacilli are small, short 
bacilli closely resembling those of human typhus. They 
occur in the blood and internal organs. The true dis- 
temper bacilli are small, slightly bent organisms, and the 
“typhoid” bacilli are very small, straight rods, usually 
aggregated together in groups.—Ep. L. 


A COCCUS PATHOGENIC TO MAN AND 
ANIMALS : STAPHYLOCOCCUS 
HAMORRHAGICUS. 

By E. Kier, M.D., F.R.S. 


Dr. James G. E. Colby, of Malton, in Yorkshire, in- 
formed me some time ago that within a short time he 
seen three cases of a vesicular eruption on the hands 
of patients who some days previously had been skinning 
eep spontaneously dead from “gargle” a few days 
after lambing. Dr. Colby further informed me that 
‘other medical men of his district had seen similar cases 
of the vesicular eruption in this and other years.” At 
iy request Dr. Colby sent me in glass capillary tubes a 
little of the lymph withdrawn under proper precautions 
tom the vesicle of the last patient, and this lymph was 
subjected to bacterioscopic investigation, the result of 
which I here propose to alin, Before doing so I will 
give Dr. Colby’s account of three cases of vesicular erup- 
ton in man in his own words. 
mh patients all came in from farms on the wolds not 
&s than seven miles away, and opportunity for observa- 
tion was limited, 
I—May 18th. M.R., farmer, complains of a 
: elling on his left hand, which first came on as a ea 
Ut two weeks ago, and has gradually enlarged. Thinks 
he - it from a sheep that died a few days after having 
ios and that was attended to and subsequently skin- 
byhim. Feels well in himself. On the left hand 


already ruptured, and is exuding a thin fluid which is 
becoming turbid. The skin of the bulla is opaque and 
thick, and is separated from the tissues beneath by a net- 
work of thickened trabecule containing the fluid. The 
surrounding skin is red, and the cubital gland is enlarged 
and tender. There is no rise of temperature. The whole 
soon healed after treatment. 

Case II.—May 23rd. W. T., 56, shepherd, presents a 
swelling on the left wrist, and gives the history that it 
first came as a pimple on May 10th, that on May 16th 
he —— it and let out clear blood. Since May 20th 
blebs have come out round it. Feels quite well. Now, 
situate over the left wrist is a flattened vesicle 23 mm. 
to 26 mm. in breadth, with a slightly depressed cicatri- 
cial centre and lobulated circumference. The elevated 
skin is firm and thick, and surrounding tissues are red 
and puffy. The axillary glands are enlarged, and the 
temperature is 99°F. He says that on April 19th he 
skinned a sheep that died of “ gargle.” Healing was slow 
but complete. 

Case III.—B. P., farmer, aged 26. Has a swelling on 
the right hand which was very small when first noticed, 
but has since enlarged, till now it is 10 mm. by 9 mm. 
Do2s not know how he got it, but on questioning says 
that thirteen or twenty-one days ago he skinned a sheep 
that died after having three lambs, two of which were 
born dead. The sheep refused food, wasted, and died in 
three days. He skinned it two days after death. Dur- 
ing the season he lost eight or nine in the same way. 
He now presents on the back of the second metacarpal 
bone a well-defined flat vesicle, bluish-grey in colour, 
and with a slightly depressed centre. He has no pain, 
and there is little surrounding redness, but the axillary 
glands areenlarged. The temperature is normal. Fluid 
was collected in capillary tubes, and forwarded to Dr. 
Klein ; after which it was removed by scraping, and a 
solution of corrosive sublimate applied. 

June 16.—Some erythematous rash on the hands and 
feet ; wound looks well, and there is no apparent consti- 
tutional disturbance. 

June 17th.—Erythema still to be made out. 

June 28th— Wound heals slowly. 


REMARKS. 


Single cases of this affection in man have occurred in 
previous years, and been attributed to various causes, but 
the connection of these three with diseased sheep is quite 
clear. The appearance of the lesions in Case II. sugges- 
ted to others that it was anthrax, and the resemblance 
was close, but differed chiefly in the absence of necrosis. 
In sheep the disease locally known as “ gargle ” appears. 
to be confined to the lambing season, and to ewes which 
have recently had lambs, though it is said to occur after 
shearing. It is very easily conveyed from one to another, 
runs a course like puerperal fever, and is very fatal, the 
majority dying in three to six days. In some the vulva 
and vagina are said to become black and occasionally - 
the udder to be swollen, but there is reason to believe 
that more than one disease is included under the 
term. 

The fluid sent in the capillary tubes by Dr. Colby was 
of a sanguineous serous character. Examined under the 
microscope it contained numerous red blood corpuscles 
and leucocytes and cocci, the latter as dumb-bells, but 
chiefly as small masses. The cocci measured 0.4 to 0.6u 
in diameter, some showing the division into two crescen- 
tic granules, common amongst staphylococci. 

Plate cultures on the surface of nutrient agar and 
nutrient gelatine were made by rubbing a droplet of the 
fluid over the surface of the set agar and ~ gelatine, in- 
cubating the former at 37° C., the latter at 20 to 21° C. 
In these plates an abundance of colonies came up. In 
one agar plate I counted over a hundred coldnies ; in the 


ver the head of fourth and fifth metacarpal bones and base | other agar plate their number in one part pf the plate 


* proximal phalanges, is a large flat bulla which has 


was so great that they were closely placed and uncount- 
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able. In the four plates that were made (two agar and 
two gelatine) I could discover only three colonies which 


Nocard’s coccus hquefies solidified blood serum, our 
coccus does not liquefy blood serum at any time. 


Of greater importancé, however, and indicating a more 


were those of the common staphylococcus pyogenes albus ; ar impo 
ind, but profound distinction between Nocard’s and our coccus 


all the others were of a different ki possessed of 


the same characters. 
The characters of these colonies in the plates and in 


the subcultures made from them in the different media 


are following facts :— 


1. The coceus of Nocard is found associated with, 


and causing. gangrenous mastitis in milch sheep ; our 
coccus was isolated from a vesicle on the hand of a 


are briefly as follows : On agar the colonies after twenty- t | 
man who had skinned a sheep that had died, not from 


four hours are round, moist, flat, white in reflected, 
brown in transmitted light, only slightly raised above the 


gangrenous or any other mastitis, but soon after lamb- 


surface ; under a magnifying glass they look granular, | ing. . 
9. The gangrenous mastitis (mal de araigné) in 


thickest in the central part, and possessed of a narrow 
filmy margin. They grow rapidly in size, and reach in 
several days a diameter of from 0.2 to 0.5 centimetres, at 
the same time the marginal filmy zone becoming more 
pronounced ; after about a week each colony possesses 
over the greater part of its circumference a filmy, more 
translucent, marginal zone, somewhat irregular in out- 
line and radially striated, the middle part being granular 
and of a somewhat concentric arrangement In a re- 
flected light the colony already after a few days assumes 
a light yellowish colour, which, however, never becomes 
deep, and this colour is observed only on the larger 
colonies. 

On gelatine plates the colonies are noticed already 
after twenty-four hours under a magnifying glass as 
minute grey round dots, which show a dark centre and a 
more translucent margin. After two to three days the 
colony, while enlarging, commences to sink intoa pit in 
the gelatine, owing to liquefaction ; this liquefaction pro- 
ceeds slowly and gradually, leads to the formation of a 
circular area of slightly turbid liquefied gelatine, in the 
centre of which is the whitish mass of the main colony. 

In gelatine stab culture the line of inoculation is 

indicated after twenty-four to forty-eight hours by a 
linear mass composed of spherical droplets, white in 
reflected, brown in transmitted light ; on the upper free 
end of the stab there is a whitish plate-like expansion of 
the growth. Liquefaction commences at the upper free 
end of the stab after two to three days, the top plate of 
the growth sinking in ; the liquefaction proceeds slowly, 
so that even after ten to fourteen days it has not reached 
more than a third or a fourth of the growth, forming in 
the upper part of the culture a funnel-shaped turbid 
liquefied mass. 

{n milk at 37° C. the microbe grows well ; during the 
first five to seven days the milk remains fluid, but after 
seven or eight days it thickens and a separation into 
turbid whey and casein coagula sets in ; this separation 
is complete after nine or ten days. 

On soliditicd blood serum at 37°C. a greyish filmy 
growth appears already after twenty-four hours, this 
thickens, and after three to four days assumes a yellow- 
ish tinge in the thicker marginal part. No liquefaction 
of the serum is noticed at any time. The microbe 
dies when exposed to a temperature of 62° C. for five 
minutes. 

From these characters it appears that we have to deal 
with a coccus which belongs to the tribe of staphylo- 
coccus, more particularly to that group which comprises 
the staphylococcus pyogenic aureus. 

Noeard described a coceus, isolated by him from the 
milk gland in gangrenous mastitis of sheep (mal de pis 

craigné), with the culture of which he produced by in- 

Jection into the milk gland of healthy sheep the same 

disease and death. The coccus which we isolated from 

the fluid of the vesicle cn the hand of man is closely 
related to the micrococcus of Nocard, but differs from it 
in the following respects : (2) Nocard’s coceus liquefies 
gelatine in stab conspicuously faster than does our 
coceus ; (4) Nocard’s coccus coagulates milk into a solid 
mass already within twenty-four hours, our coccus does 
not coagulate milk before five to seven days, and does 
not do it in the same way, for the curdling consists in a 


milch sheep has, according to Nocard and his informants, 
a considerable distribution in some districts in France, 
where the milk of sheep is used for making Roquefort ; 
yet there is nowhere any mention made of a cutaneous 
infection of human beings. If the two diseases in the 
sheep—namely, gangrenous mastitis (or arazgne) and the 
puerperal disease from which the Malton Sheep died— 
were the same, and the two microbes identical, such a 
cutaneous infection of human beings as occurred in 
Malton could not have been wanting in France, consider- 
ing the number of sheep affected with arazgné, and the 
number of men attending to their milking. 

3. A striking difference between the two microbes is, 
however, shown by the behaviour of their cultures on 
guinea-pigs. | Nocard’s coccus injected subcutaneously 
into guinea-pigs, even in large doses of otherwise virulent 
culture, produced at the utmost a rapidly passing local 
swelling ; in the rabbit large doses produced swelling 
and local abscess ; cultures of our coccus on the other 
hand, prove very virulent for the guinea-pig. A small 
dose of a serum culture, a moderate dose of a gelatine, 
or recent agar culture ; for example, a few drops of the 
turbid condensation water in a serum culture, 1 to2 
platinum loops of a gelatine culture several days to 
several weeks old, 1 :to 2 loops of an agar surface culture 
twenty-four hours to four days old, when subcutaneously 
injected into the groin of aguinea-pig of 200to300 grammes 
body weight, causes already after twelve hours hxor- 
rhagic cedema in the snbcutaneous and muscular tissues, 
extending rapidly over the inside of the thigh, groin, ab- 
dominal, and thoracic walls, and even into the neck; 
death according to the virulence of the culture takes 
place in from twenty to sixty hours. Serum cultures act 
most virulently, causing death in twenty hours. Gelatine 
cultures stand next in virulence. Agar cultures prove 
virulent up to the fourth or fifth day, later than this the 
virulence diminishes considerably, causing a circum 
scribed hemorrhagic cedema, but the animal recovers. 
After a week, agar culture does not produce even loca 
hemorrhagic cedema. Broth cultures behave in a similar 
way. When quite recent they prove virulent ; after six 
or seven days their virulence is greatly diminished. The 
virulence can be re-established by transference to serum 
cultures, or gelatine or agar cultures. ; 

When the animals die, the following condition is found 
on post-mortem examination : the subcutaneous and SU 
jacent muscular tissues of the thigh, groin, abdomer, 
chest, and even neck are much swollen, containing @ CO! 
‘siderable amount of sanguineous serous fluid ; there 
no gas and no odour. The liver is pale and small, ye 
spleen and lungs are not abnormal ; the peritoneum 4? 
serous covering of the intestine are in a percentage ° 
cases greatly injected, and the peritoneal cavity in thes 
cases contains sanguineous fluid. The subcutaneol 
exudation shows under the microscope numerous ™. 
blood corpuscles and leucocytes, an abundance of cot 
as single cocci, as diplococci, and as small masses. he 
protoplasm of the leucocytes is densely filled with ' 
cocci. The peritoneal exudation, when present, b 
ses the same characters. Cultures made of the 3 
cutaneous fluid yield pure cultures of our coccus, ne - 
the peritoneal fluid ; the heart’s blood yields on © 


separation of turbid whey and coagula of casein ; (c) 


only a limited number of colonies, a loop of blood yields 
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between 10 and 15 colonies only. Intraperitoneal injec- | pronounced papules, were not so well raised, but in all 
tion of a small dose (1 to 2 loops) causes death from in- | five punctures the areola was wel] marked. General con- 
tensive peritonitis already in six to ten hours. The | dition and temperature normal. Local itching rather 
peritoneal cavity contains copious sanguineous fluid, in | troublesome. After four days in two of the papules 


which are seen red blood corpuscles and numerous leu- 
cocytes ; the protoplasm of the latter is densely filled 
with the cocci ; the fiuid part contalns the cocei also in 
great abundance, 

Very small doses ®t virulent, or larger doses of attenu- 
ated, culture cause on subcutaneous injection general 
illness, passing off after two or three days, with local 
cedema, which after several days disappears. Such 
animals acquire hereby a certain, though not a very high 
resistance against large doses of virulent culture. 

Owing to the lambing being over at the time when the 
above investigation was commenced, no further cases of 
sheep dying after lambing were available, and there- 
fore the investigation of such sheep has to be post- 

ned till the spring of next year; but I have inocu- 

ted healthy sheep with virulent gelatine culture of 
our coccus, a sixth subculture being used for the 


. wo healthy sheep were injected subcutaneously into 
the thigh with a bouillon suspension of a gelatine cul- 
ture, about one-fourth of a culture being used for each 
animal. Next day both animals were found ill; the 
temperature was raised (104° F.), and the animal did 
not feed ; the leg of the injected side was swollen and 
retracted, the swelling extending over the whole leg and 
the groin, and the skin being dark red and hot to the 
touch ; the muscle and subcutaneous tissue puffy. The 
animals could not stand or walk. 

On the third day the condition was much worse, both 
as regards the general state as also that of the injected 
leg. Temperature 105.8° in the morning, 106.2° in the 
evening, breathing very rapid. At the end of three days 
one animal was found moribund ; it was killed, and on 

t-mortem examination the following condition was 
ound: The skin of the groin and thigh of the injected 
side dark red ; on cutting into it and exposing the sub- 
cutaneous and muscular tissues extensive oedematous 
hemorrhagic swelling of both tissues is found, with 
coplous sanguineous serous fluid. Under the micros- 
cope this fluid contains numerous red and white blood 
“pune and cocci in clusters and as dumb-bells. 

0 growth of cocci or any other microbes was obtained 
by culture from the heart’s blood, but cultivation in the 
Plate and in tubes with a trace of subcutaneous fluid 
yielded innumerable colonies of the cocci, which on sub- 
culture proved exactly the same as were used for the in- 
jection. No disease of the viscera could be found. 

With a loopful of the growth of the sheep’s exudation 
on the surface of agar after 24 hours’ incubation at 37°C. 
‘ guinea-pig was injected subcutaneously. The animal 

led in twenty hours with exactly the same appear- 
of extensive hemorrhagic cedema as were described 

ve, 

On account of the effects produced in the guinea-pig 
and sheep after subcutaneous injection, I propose calling 

€ microbe staphylococcus heemorrhagicus. 

ith the same agar culture, namely, that obtained 

te the sanguineous exudation of the above sheep, and 
Which proved virulent for the guinea-pig, I inoculated in 
left naple ay the skin on the dorsum of my own 
ms and. Next day all the punctures were raised and 
itch ed by an areola ; there was rather an unpleasant 
oe but I felt in no way ill, and the temperature 

nd hormal. After forty-eight hours the punctures had 
tile further advanced, each puncture being a fairly 
itch’ Papule surrounded by a spreading areola ; the 

‘08 Was now rather troublesome ; the general condi- 


wand body temperature were normal. After seventy- 
© hours in 


“, and in their centre was distinct accumulation of 


distinct accumulation of pus in the depth could be made 
out ; in all punctures the superficial part commences to 
scab ; the areola is still pronounced ; but a little less 
broad than on the previous day ; the elbow pit a little 
painful, and its glands just to be felt. General condition 
normal. After five days same condition. Areola reced- 
ing ; no pain or swelling in the elbow pit. After six 
mee seabs on all punctures distinct ; areola only indi- 
cated. 

By the tenth day the scab and superficial epidermis 
over the original areola desquamating. By the sixteenth 
day only two of the punctures still show traces of 
desquamation, the other three are just indicated as dark 
spots. 

On the sixth day I got out from one of the pustules a 
little purulent matter ; on examining it under the micro- 
scope and in culture our staphylococcus was found in 
abundance. 

The inoculation with agar culture in our case w 
therefore, by no means so pronounced as in the case o 
the natural infection of Dr. Colby’s patients, but it was 
sufficiently well marked to indicate a positive result. 

In conclusion, I wish to mention the fate of the second 
inoculated sheep. This animal remained very ill for ten 
days ; it could not stand or walk, its temperature re- 
maining high, being 105° morning and 105.6° in the even- 
ing ; the animal drank a lot of water, but, although fed 
by the attendant, consumed very little food. With the 
third week it began to mend in a decided way, the tem- 
perature falling to 104° or 104.6° respectively ; and the 
skin of the thigh becoming necrotic, the animal could 
and did walk, though it did not use the leg of the injected 
side. By the end of four weeks its temperature was still 
104°, the injected leg not being used for walking ; the 
animal fed fairly well, but was extremely emaciated.— 
Brit. Med. Journal. 


ILLEGALITY OF KNOCKOUT SALES. 


The action, Leopard v. Litoun, a lawsuit for the 
recovery of £10 for breach of contra¢t, was resumed 
before Mr. Sills, deputy judge, at the Woolwich County 
Court. The case raised the question of the legality of 
knockout sales, the proceedings having created a good 
deal of interest throughout the country. The plaintiff 
is a rag merchant, carrying on business in Merton Rd. 
Wandsworth. The defendant is an iron and metal 
merchant of Alie Place, Spitalfields —Mr. Bryceson 
who appeared for the plaintiff, stated the facts as given 
at the previous hearing, and said that on November 24th, ' 
last year, there was a sale by auction of surplus war 
stores at the Royal Arsenal, Woolwich. Plaintiff and 
Defendant attended, and before the sale came on made 
a verbal agreement that the defendant should bid for 
four carboys of sweet spirits of nitre, the plaintiff to 
refrain from bidding, on the understanding that after 
the sale an arrangement should be come to for one to 
take the goods and divide the profits. They were 
knocked down to the defendant for £5, and after the 
sale it transpired that three or four others were in the 
knockout arrangement, of which the plaintiff had no 
revious knowledge. Defendant sent 5s. each to the 
our persons concerned as the profits of the transaction. 
Plaintiff was not satisfied, and returned the postal order 
and it was ultimately arranged that the plaintiff should 
have the goods for £6. On the faith of this contract the 


two of the punctures the papules were well | plaintiff agreed to re-sell the spirits of nitre to a whole- 


sale druggist for £13 10s.; but the defendant refused 


"eealed serum; the other three punctures, though 


to let him have the goods for £6., and sold them to 
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someone else for £7, on which the present action for 


breach of contract was brought. At the previous hear- 
ing his Honour declared the transaction illegal, and 
condemned it as a conspiracy to defraud Government, 
and that the parties to it were liable to be criminally 
prosecuted. e promised to look into certain cases 
quoted before giving judgment.—Mr., Bryceson still 
maintained that the transaction was legal, and quoted 
another case, Hepper v. Martin, heard in 1867, in which 
Lord Romily, Master of the Rolls, laid it down that a 
man can take money to refrain from bidding, and that 
two persons could combine to get goods at public auction 
as cheap as possible. He (Mr. Bryceson) owned that it 
was hard on the vendor, but still it was legal. These 
knockout sales were common throughout the ov 
and so long as the parties to them refrained from push- 
ing bona-fide purchasers about, and did not make use of 
rough and abusive language to other intending buyers, 
there was nothing illegal about them.—The Deputy 
_ Judge said he was obliged to Mr. Bryceson for his able 
argument ; but there was a difference between the case 
quoted and the present one. In the case Hepper v. 
Martin there were only two persons in the knockout 
business. In this there were two rings formed to cheat 
Government, viz., one between the plaintiff and defend- 
ant, and another between three other men and the defend- 
ant. The object of these rings was to. wreck the sale, 
get the goods below their real value, and put the differ. 
ence between what was given for them and what they 
were resold for in their own pocket. Plaintiff was a 
party to the smaller ring, and defendant a party to both 
rings. Nothing was more certain in law than that if 
persons agreed together to cheat it is not only illegal, but 
a conspiracy punishable by indictment. In this case 
the War Department were cheated of the difference 
between £5 and £13 10s. If the plaintiff and defendant 
had kept their own counsel no one would have heard of 
it ; but there was an old proverb, “When rogues fall 
out honest men get their own.” The plaintiff was as 
much tainted as the defendant. He decided that the 
transaction was illegal and fraudulent, and could not be 
enforced in law. He entered a non-suit, and made an 
order for costs. 


A Photographie Group. 


After the luncheon on the banks of the Thames, which 
the Royal Counties V.M.S. gave to the Members of the 
National Association, a photograph was taken of the 
ladies and gentlemen present. 

This has turned out most successfully and is now 
— by Mr. Plumbe, of 76 High Street, Maidenhead ; 

orming a picture on gold beveled mount, 13 by 11 inches. 
Copies can be obtained for 3/6, post paid ; and a better 
memento of the day cannot be had than this artistic 
bit of work. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


” PROFESSIONAL CONDUCT. 
ir, 

Thave read with a certain amount of interest the 
correspondence which has appeared in your columns 
respecting poner conduct, and it appears to me 
that a lot of this disgraceful conduct is perfect rubbish 
However, now the Council of the Royal College of Veteri- 
nary Surgeons are determined to make us like unto 
those without sins we must stick up for our rights. 

When parents read the circulars sent out from the 
veterinary schools I daresay they imagine on obtaining 
the magic letter their sons will soon become millionaires 
at least some yous gentlemen I have met in my travels 
through England have nearly made me believe that 


obtaining the diploma of the Royal ce of Veteri- 
nary Surgeons is like obtaining a nugget of gold weigh- 
ing several hundredweight. That this is not the case I 
am sure plenty of them will find out in after life. I 
think I can say without the slightest fear of contradic- 
tion that the average earnings of the vet. does not 
come up to £250 per annum ; at any rate I can pick out 
several spots in England where a man_ shall be given a 
10 miles radius all to himself and does not earn this. 
Take a sheep county such as on the Hampshire or 
Sussex Downs, and if he does not lose money out of 
veterinary work I will guarantee he never saves any. 
This may seem incredible to those gentlemen who are 
members of Council earning their £1000 per annum, but 
the fact nevertheless remains. 

Now, gentlemen, can we wonder at the prevalence of 
combined callings—forges, livery stables, hotels, dealing 
establishments, etc.—to increase a man’s income? Can 
we wonder at veterinary surgeons taking up agencies 
for Bass’s ales, or advertising their specifics. 

I think it was said at one of the meetings of the 
Central Veterinary Medical Society, and agreed to by 
several present, that the best way for a veterinary sur- 
geon to increase his income was to marry a woman with 
money. Well, this is, I consider, a poor suggestion. 
The veterinary surgeon is far in the background with 
the curate, or may I say the lady-dodger ; as soon as the 
— curate appears all the young ladies seem enamoured, 
and when [ hear of curates starving I think they have 
misused their attractions. However, having responded 
on several occasions for the ladies I must not run them 
down, perhaps the ladies are no worse to the curates 
than the men to the new barmaids. 

I really think it behoves us to select a few men as 
members of Council who are r, or who have seen 
darkest veterinary practice, and know what a struggle it 
is to keep the wolf from the door. Coercion as to what 
we are to do and how we are to conduct ourselves spoils 
our independence, and is like forcing us to make bricks 
without straw. The time must come when the poor 
country veterinary surgeon’s lot will be considered as 
well as that of the rich. Do not many of our rich veteri- 
nary surgeons have to treat the coachmen and servants 
of gentlemen, like unto the tale of the unjust steward, 
but let us hope by so doing that they are making unto 
themselves friends of the mammon of righteousness, s0 
that should they fail they may be received into ever- 
lasting habitation. 

I reeollect when taking locum work at a practice at 
Horndon-on-the-Hill I was reading Zhe Veterinary 
Record outside a church there one Sunday morning, an 
it struck me then that the younger members of the pro- 
fession were disobeying the tenth commandment, they 
were coveting the work of another man. If this .is what 
our Council are trying to stop then I say we must close 
the schools for a few years. Many of us on reaching the 
steps of the Reyal College of Veterinary Surgeons to 
receive the parchment are practically penniless and must 
gain our daily bread. Only a favoured few can rely 00 
retnrning home to eat of the fattéd calf! Another thing 
are not our large practices taken from other ones simply 
by recommendation, ete. ? 

A few words more 7¢ advertising. I think in the year 
1896 there appeared in a weekly paper reports and photo- 
— of our leading medical men and as much tooting 
to the public as ever appears about veterinary surgeons ; 
surely if that is allowed in medical work why not 
ours. I believe that this noise about sc much disgrace 
ful conduct is only a dog in the manger, and 4 - 
keep men from gaining a livelihood.—Faithfully yours, 

UPTON. 


Communications, Books, aND PAPERS RECEIVED ;—Major 
J. A.Nunn, Mr. A. Over, “4 land flowing with milk 


butter.” The Weekly Sun, The Dundee Courier. 
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